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Origin of the church in Rome:
Acts 2:5-11

“there were Jews living [staying] in Jerusalem, 
devout men from every nation under 
heaven….Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and 
residents of Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya 
around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 
in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds 
of God.”

Aquila & Priscilla chronology review:

• Exiled (along with all the Jews) from Rome to Corinth in 49 AD 
by Edict of Claudius (Acts 18:1). 

• Were taught by Paul for 1 ½ years in Corinth (Acts 18:11)

• Went with Paul to Ephesus (during his 2nd journey) and were left 
there to host a church in their home (Acts 18:18-19;                     
I Cor 16:8,19)

• Returned to Rome (after the death of Claudius in 54 AD); hosted 
and had a chief role in the church that assembled in their home 
(Rom 16:3-5); Listed first in the greetings, “fellow 

workers…risked their own necks”

Paul’s connection with the Roman church:

• He is writing the letter (Romans) during his winter stay in 

Corinth at the end of his 3rd missionary journey. (Acts 20:1-6; 

Rom 15:25-29) 

• Paul had “fully proclaimed the gospel (Rom 15:19); he had 

planted churches from Jerusalem through Asia Minor, 

Macedonia, Achaia.  Paul now wants to move on to Spain 

(Rom 15:24) and plans to stop at Rome on the way.  
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Paul’s connection with the Roman church:
• He is writing the letter (Romans) during his winter stay in Corinth at 

the end of his 3rd missionary journey. (Acts 20:1-6; Rom 15:25-29) 

• Paul had “fully proclaimed the gospel (Rom 15:19); he had planted 
churches from Jerusalem through Asia Minor, Macedonia, Achaia. 
Paul now wants to move on to Spain (Rom 15:24) and plans to stop at 
Rome on the way.  

• But first, he must return to Jerusalem with a financial gift that he has 
collected from the other churches to help the impoverished believers 
there.        

• He is concerned about the important issue in the early church of 
integrating the believing Gentiles and the Jewish believers together 
into the people of God.  This issue of Jew and Gentile plays a large 
role in the book of Romans.

What was the Roman world like at that time?

• Roman empire:  extensive land area; Greek = the universal 
language; good road system aided in the spread of the gospel. 

• Emperor Nero ruled 54-68 AD; wicked and immoral, viciously 
persecuted and killed Christians

• Wealthy, Pleasure-oriented, but was also a violent society: Circus 
Maximus in Rome seated 180,000; Colosseum seated 50,000.

• Immoral society:  legal prostitution, homosexuality flourished, 
widespread adultery; abortion practiced.

• Slaves made up much of the population of Rome. Paul will use 
"slave" or "slavery" about a dozen times in Romans.
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Summarized outline of Romans:

Chapters 1-8: Our need for salvation & God’s provision 

Chapters 9-11: How Israel fits into God’s plan.

Chapters 12-15: Practical aspects of our salvation.

Chapter 16:  Personal greetings and closing remarks.

Rom 1:1-7: Paul introduces himself
• “a bond-servant” = DOULOS: a slave voluntarily bound to his master for life

• “called as an apostle” (v.1):

• one who is sent with a message from his Master

• one who had seen the resurrected Christ

• one who was called by Christ

• “received…apostleship” (v.5) = authority from Christ 

• “set apart for the gospel of God” = sanctified, set apart for a special purpose, 

for spreading the gospel, the good news of God’s provision for our salvation 

through Jesus Christ.

• Gives a “doctrinal statement” regarding Christ:

• Fulfillment of OT prophecies (v.2)

• Born from David’s line = qualifies Him to be King (v.3)

• Shown to be the Son of God by the resurrection = proves His deity (v.4)

• Fully God, fully man

• His mission: “bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles” (v.5)

Romans 1:14 “I am under obligation”“I am under obligation”“I am under obligation”“I am under obligation”

• I Cor 9:16  “…for I am under compulsion; for woe is me 
if I do not preach the gospel.” 

• II Cor 5:14 “For the love of Christ controls (constrains) 
us…One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for 
all, so that they who live might no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on 
their behalf.” 

• Jer 20:9  Jeremiah said that the message God had given 
him was like “a fire in his bones.”

Theme verses for Romans:

Romans 1:16-17

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, 
‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.’”

“power” = DUNAMIS = dynamite!
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I Cor 15:1-4 = definition of the gospel:

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel 
which I preached to you, which also you received, 
in which also you stand, by which also you are 
saved….For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that 
He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures.” 

What do we mean by "salvation"?

Negative side:

•Saved from guilt

•Saved from 
punishment

•Saved from God’s 
wrath & everlasting 
death

Positive side:

•Made righteous in 
God’s sight

•Blessed, free!

•Know & experience 
God’s love

•Have everlasting life

Rom 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed…”

“…instead of trying to minimize the reality of God’s 
wrath, should we not rather thank Him for His 
marvelous plan whereby the Son of God bore the 
wrath of God in our stead?”  Wm Hendrickson

Rom 1:16-17  “…the gospel….in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed….”

Rom 1:23-28  “exchange” listed 3 times:

v.23:  They exchanged the glory of God for an image

v.24:  God gave them over to impurity

v.25:  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie

v.26:  God gave them over to degrading passions

v.26:  They exchanged the natural for the unnatural

v.28:  God gave them over to a depraved mind
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Rom 1:26-27    What is natural?

Creation account:  Genesis 1:26-27; 2:18, 21-25 

•God created Male and Female, Gen 1:26-27 

•The woman was a “suitable companion” for the 
man,  Gen 2:18

•Marriage was instituted, heterosexual, and lifelong, 
Gen 2:24-25

•There was “no shame” in the marriage relationship, 
Gen 2:25 

Rom 1:24-28  Description of homosexuality:

• v.24  impurity, bodies dishonored

• v.25 truth exchanged for a lie

• v.26  degrading, unnatural

• v.27 indecent, error

• v.28 depraved, not proper

II Timothy 3:16

“All Scripture is inspired by God and 
is profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in 
righteousness.” 
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