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Righteousness:  Purity of heart and life; moral perfection
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1. The faithfulness of God does not depend on the belief 
or faithfulness of human beings.

What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness 
nullify the faithfulness of God? (Romans 3:3 ESV)
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
(Romans 11:29 ESV)

if we are faithless, he remains faithful-- for he cannot deny 
himself. (2 Timothy 2:13 ESV)

2. All human beings are  sinners.  We all have chosen 
our own way over God.

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. 
For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks (Gentiles, non-Jews), are under sin,
(Romans 3:9 ESV) 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
(Romans 3:23 ESV)

“None is righteous, 

no, not one;

no one understands; 

no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside; 

together they have become worthless;  

no one does good, 

not even one.”

(Romans 3:10-12 ESV) 

Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open 
grave
Because they have no fear of God at all.

Their tongues are filled with lies
Because they have no fear of God at all.
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Snake venom drips from their lips
Because they have no fear of God at all.

They rush to commit murder
Because they have no fear of God at all.

Destruction and misery always follow them
Because they have no fear of God at all.

They don’t know where to find peace
Because they have no fear of God at all.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

(1 John 1:8 ESV)

So whoever knows the right thing to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

(James 4:17 ESV)

Principles in Romans 3

3.  We cannot be made right with God by keeping rules.

For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20 )

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become guilty of all of it. (James 2:10)
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Justified

Justification:  A Divine judicial act 
whereby a holy God is able to 
declare a believing sinner 
righteous and acceptable before 
Him because Christ has paid for 
that one’s sin by His death on the 
cross

Justification acknowledges that 
our debt has been paid by Christ

Principles in Romans 3

 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, (Romans 3:24 ESV)

4.  Our salvation is by the grace of God alone.

Grace:  Undeserved favor or blessing from God 
extended to us—especially in providing salvation 
as a gift

Romans 4, 5, 6

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

(Ephesians 2:8 ESV)

he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy…, 

(Titus 3:5 ESV)

To release from captivity or to buy back 
something that is your rightful property by 
making a payment; ransom.

Redemption, Redeemed 

… the Son of Man came … to give his life as a 
ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28) 
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[Jesus] entered once for all into the holy places… by 
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 

redemption. (Hebrews 9:12) 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us-… (Galatians 3:13) 

In [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:14)

Propitiation: sacrifice of atonement

…Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by 
his blood, to be received by faith. (Romans 3:24-25 ESV) 

Something that appeases, regains good will, or causes 
someone to become favorably inclined.

In Christianity, the payment or sacrifice which satisfies a 
just debt—that is, Christ’s death for us on the cross.

Propitiation:  sacrifice of atonement

[Jesus is] a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
(Hebrews 2:17 ESV)

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:2 ESV)

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
(1 John 4:10 ESV)

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of his blood--to be received by faith. … 

(Romans 3:25 NIV)

God presented him as an atoning sacrifice in his blood, 
received through faith, … (Romans 3:25 CSB)

For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are 
made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed 

his life, shedding his blood. … (Romans 3:25 NLT)
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For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

(2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV)

and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but that which 

comes through faith in Christ…

(Philippians 3:9 ESV)

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his 

riches on all who call on him. (Romans 10:12 ESV)

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved." (Romans 10:13 ESV)

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith 

working through love. (Galatians 5:6 ESV)


