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Wisdom 
Literature 
in the 
Bible:

Job

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Song of Solomon 
(or Song of Songs)

“[The] law, the narratives, and the 
prophets stress the imperatives of 
‘Believe!’ and ‘Obey!’ while the wisdom 

books stress the imperative ‘Think!’

However, just as believing and obeying 

result in action, the challenge to think 
likewise results in action.” 

Proverb: MASHAL= suggests the idea of 
likeness, to become like, be comparable 
with 

“A proverb…an object lesson using some 
comparison or analogy….a short saying 
that provides a general truth, a lesson 
drawn from experience, a common 
example, or a pattern of future blessing or 
cursing.” 
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Parallelism 
in Proverbs:

Synonymous

Synthetic

Antithetic

Comparative

Formal

Synonymous parallelism: expresses 
the same thought in a different way

18:7 “A fool’s mouth is his ruin, and his lips 
are the snare of his soul.”

19:5 “A false witness will not go unpunished, 
and he who tells lies will not escape.”

Synthetic parallelism: the 2nd line 
amplifies the 1st line

18:17 “The first to plead his case seems just, 
until another comes and examines him.” 

23:22 “Listen to your father who begot you, and 
do not despise your mother when she is old” 

Antithetic parallelism: the 2nd line 
presents a contrast to the first

10:7 “The memory of the righteous is blessed, 
but the name of the wicked will rot.” 

11:8 “The righteous is delivered from trouble, 
but the wicked takes his place.”
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Comparative parallelism: uses a figurative 
illustration of one of the parallel units

11:22  “As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, so 
is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion.” 

25:14 “Like clouds and wind without rain is a 
man who boasts of his gifts falsely.”

Formal parallelism: the 1st line states the condition; 
the 2nd line states the consequence, the cause, its 
purpose, or a preferred value or course of action.

16:7 “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the LORD, 
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.”

16:12 “It is an abomination for kings to commit wicked 
acts, for a throne is established on righteousness.” 

Formal parallelism: the 1st line states the condition; 
the 2nd line states the consequence, the cause, its 
purpose, or a preferred value or course of action.

15:24 “The path of life leads upward for the wise 
that he may keep away from Sheol below.” 

15:16 “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD 
than great treasure and turmoil with it.” 

Authors:
*Solomon 
(some compiled by 

Hezekiah) 

*Agur
*Lemuel 

Prov 1:1  “The proverbs of Solomon
the son of David, king of Israel…”

Prov 25:1 “These are the proverbs of 

Solomon which the men of Hezekiah, 

king of Judah, transcribed.” 

Prov 30:1 “The words of Agur the son 

of Jakeh, the oracle…” 

Prov 31:1 “The words of King Lemuel, 
the oracle which his mother taught him.”
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Proverbs can 
be broken 

into four 
sections:

Proverbs 1-9 = reflections on life and 
admonitions to his son to pursue wisdom

Proverbs 10-29 = collection of 
“proverbs,” usually 2 lines of poetry 

expressing one general truth.  These are 
rather random in their placement and can 
stand alone. 

“The very disorder of …Proverbs can 
serve a didactic purpose…The Proverbs 
are present in the seemingly haphazard 
way we encounter the issues of life.” 

D Garrett

Proverbs can 
be broken 

into four 
sections:

Proverbs 1-9 = reflections on life and 
admonitions to his son to pursue 
wisdom

Proverbs 10-29 = collection of 
“proverbs,” usually 2 lines of poetry 
expressing one general truth.  These 
are rather random in their placement 
and can stand alone. 

Proverbs 30:1-31:9 = the sayings of 
Agur and the teaching King Lemuel 
received from his mother

Proverbs 31:10-31 = an acrostic 
describing the wife of true and wise 
character.

“Note the balance in Proverbs regarding 
men and women.  The book begins with 
a father speaking primarily to young 
men (chs. 1-9) and closes with words 
from a mother (31:1-9), followed by the 
model of a perfect wife (31:10-31).”

Wisdom = skillful living; the ability to make 
wise choices and live successfully 

according to the moral standards of God’s 

law and the covenant community.

Wisdom = that combination of knowledge 

and character that allows one to live in the 

real world in a right and godly manner.
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Discernment  = being able to distinguish 
between things, form evaluations, discern 

lessons about life, distinguishing permanent 

values from immediate gratification.

Key verse for Proverbs:

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge” 

Fear of the LORD = an attitude of 

reverence and awe; of carefulness toward 

God and submission to Him that result in 

obedience to God and hatred of evil. 

A principle that is set forth in Proverbs and 
must be taught to our children as well is that 

“…in their pursuit of wisdom they will be 

surrounded by others going the opposite 

direction who will be encouraging them to 

do likewise.”  D Garrett

Proverbs 1:23: 
naïve, fools, 
and scoffers

“naïve”   P’TEE = gullible

“fools”    K’SEEL = dull, obstinate, 
insensitive

“scoffer” (scorner) = mocks or 
sneers at sin; hates those who 
reprove him; doesn’t listen to 
rebuke; seeks wisdom but doesn’t 
find it (14:6); proud, haughty, 
insolent (21:24)
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Christ Himself “in Whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

Col 2:2-3 

“…If anyone is IN CHRIST, he is a new 
creature; the old things have passed away; 
behold, new things have come.” 

II Cor 5:17 

Chiastic Structure in 1:20-33:

A. Introduction: an appeal for listeners (v.20-21)

B. Address to the untutored, scoffers, and fools (v.22)

C. Declaration of disclosure (v.23)

D. Reason for the announcement (v.24-25)

E. Announcement of derisive judgment (v.26-28)

D’. Reason for the announcement (v.29-30)

C’. Declaration of retribution (v.31)

B’. Fate of the untutored and fools (v.32)

A’. Conclusion: an appeal for a hearer (v.33)
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