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Date of Hebrews: mid 60s A.D.

• Clement of Rome refers to Hebrews in A.D. 96.

• Written before the destruction of temple in 70 A.D. 

• During a time of persecution.  Hebrews ch 10-13

Recipients of the letter: Jews! (primarily)

1. From early on, it was titled “To (or For) the Hebrews.”  

2. The subject matter: sacrifices, Aaronic priests, 

tabernacle, Moses, OT scriptures, etc.

3. The quotes are all from the Septuagint, the Greek 

translation of the Hebrew OT.

“…And on that day a great persecution began

against the church in Jerusalem, and they were 

all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 

and Samaria, except the apostles….Therefore, 

those who had been scattered went about 

preaching the word.”   Acts 8:1, 4 
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“So then those who were scattered because of 

the persecution…made their way to Phoenicia 

and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to 

no one but Jews alone.”    Acts 11:19

Recipients of the letter:

1. From early on, it was titled “To (or For) the Hebrews.”  

2. The subject matter: sacrifices, Aaronic priests, tabernacle, 

Moses, OT scriptures, etc.

3. The quotes are all from the Septuagint, the Greek 

translation of the Hebrew OT .

4. The recipients were primarily “2nd generation” believers. 

“…After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was 

confirmed to us by those who heard.”   Heb 2:3

Recipients of the letter:

5. Their spiritual condition was not so good:

• Did not have the “fervor” of the 1st generation.

• They had failed to grow; Heb 5:12.

“For though by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you have need again for someone 

to teach you the elementary principles….” 

Hebrews 5:12
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Recipients of the letter:

5. Their spiritual condition was not so good:

• Did not have the “fervor” of the 1st generation.

• They had failed to grow; Heb 5:12.

• They were in danger of “slipping away.” Heb 2:1

• They are warned of the spiritual danger they are in.

Solemn warnings:

• Ch 2:  Danger of neglect of God’s Word

• Ch 3:  Danger of a hardened heart

• Ch 4: Danger of disobedience

• Ch 5-6: Danger of the failure to grow

• Ch 10: Danger of insulting the Spirit of grace

• Ch 12: Danger of failing to respond to God’s Spirit

The emphasis of Hebrews: Christ is better!

• better than the angels (1:4)

• better hope (7:19)

• better High Priest (7:23-24)

• better covenant (7:22; 8:6)

• better promises (8:6)

• better sacrifice (9:23,28)

• better country (11:16)

• better resurrection (11:36)

• better things (11:40, 12:24)

Author of the Letter: ???  

• Paul – unlikely because of specifics in style and 

vocabulary.  

• Apollos –was an Alexandrian Jew, “mighty in the 

scriptures” (Acts 18:24-26)

• A woman such as Priscilla – the author uses a 

masculine pronoun to refer to himself. (11:32) 

• Barnabas – a Jewish Levite from Cyprus; the “son 

of consolation” (“exhortation” in 13:22)
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Greetings in Paul’s letters:

• Rom 1:1,7  “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus….to all 

who are beloved of God in Rome….”

• I Cor 1:1-2  “Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus 

Christ….to the church of God which is at Corinth….”  

• Gal 1:1-2  “Paul, an apostle…to the churches of 

Galatia….”

• Eph 1:1  “Paul, and apostle of Christ Jesus…to the saints 

who are at Ephesus….”

Greetings in other letters:

• James 1:1 “James, a bond-servant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to the twelve tribes….”

• I Pet 1:1  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who 
reside as aliens scattered….” 

• II Pet 1:1  “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the 
same kind as ours….”

• Jude 1:1  “Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ…to those 
who are the called….”

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, in 

these last days has spoken to us in His Son….” 

Hebrews 1:1

God has spoken in His Son!!!
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