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Fulfillment of Nathan’s Prophecy (12:10-12):

• 12:10  “the sword shall never depart from your house”

II Sam 13:14-17   Amnon’s rape of Tamar

II Sam 13:28-29   Absalom’s murder of Amnon

I Kings 2:23-25    Solomon’s execution of Adonijah 

• 12:11  “I will raise up evil against you from your own 
household.”

II Sam 13  Rape of Tamar; murder of Amnon

II Sam 15  Rebellion of Absalom
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Exodus 22:28: 

“You shall not curse God, nor 

curse a ruler of your people.” 
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Hushai’s intentionally ambiguous allegiance:

Vs. 16  “Long live the King!”  (refers to David)

Vs. 18   He would be loyal to the Lord’s choice (David)

Vs. 19   He’ll be the same servant as he was for David 
(he would truly be serving David!)

All 3 statements would appeal to Absalom’s ego!
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Ahithophel’s 2 pieces of advice:

1. Take David’s concubines, 16:20-23 

II Samuel 15:16: “…the king left ten concubines to keep the house.”  

“keep”  SHAMAR = to hedge about, guard, protect, attend to, preserve.  

I Sam 2:9  “He keeps the feet of His godly ones.”

I Sam 7:1  Eleazar was responsible to “keep the ark of the LORD.”

The 10 were left to preserve David’s claim to the throne. 

Ahithophel’s purpose = show that Absalom has irrevocably broken with 
his father, show that he has assumed full rights as king, and remove any 
possibility of reconciliation. 
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Ahithophel’s 2 pieces of advice:

1. Take David’s concubines, 16:20-23 

2.  Go quickly, kill David, and end the civil war, 17:1-3

Ahithophel’s advice:  

17:1 “let me;” “that I may arise”

17:2 “I will come”; “I will strike down” 

17:3 “I will bring back.”

Ahithophel sets himself up as the great military commander.
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Hushai’s approach:

“This time the advice that Ahithophel has given is not good.” 
= Brings doubt 

17:8-10  points out David’s strengths in this type of warfare

17:11-13  flatters Absalom by saying he should lead the troops:

v. 11 “all Israel be surely gathered to you”

v.13  “all Israel shall bring ropes”

v. 12 “we shall come…we shall fall on him”
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Ahithophel’s Plan: Hushai’s Plan:

Go quickly tonight! Plan carefully

Choose 12,000 men Gather all Israel “from Dan to 

Beersheba”

“I will come upon him” “You personally go into battle”

David is weary & exhausted David & his men are mighty & fierce!

The battle will be quick, sudden 

death

The battle will not be easy; David is 

cunning

All David’s people will flee Absalom’s men will flee in Ahithophel’s 

plan

Kill only David; civil war will be 

over

David, his men, and cities will be 

destroyed
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The mistakes Absalom made by choosing Hushai’s plan:

1. Absalom would be using untrained conscripts for his army, while 
David had well-trained men.

2. Ahithophel would have given mature leadership, but instead 
Absalom will be commanding his troops. 

3. They failed to recognize that David would use guerilla tactics, 
believing he would seek refuge in a city.

4. They could have captured David easily, as he was just a few hours 
away.

The essential difference: Hushai’s plan bought David time!
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The explanation for their unwise decision?

II Sam 17:14b “…For the LORD had ordained to thwart the 
good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the LORD might bring 
calamity on Absalom.”

It was an answer to David’s prayer:

II Sam 15:31  “…O LORD, I pray, make the counsel of 
Ahithophel foolishness.”  

Foreshadows of Jesus 

in II Samuel:
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Mt 23:37-38:  Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem, “Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 

to her!  How often I wanted to gather your children 

together….Behold your house is being left to you desolate!”

Mt 24:3  Jesus  “was sitting on the Mount of Olives…”

11 12

13 14



II Samuel 16-17 4/1/21

4

Foreshadows of Judas in II Samuel:

15
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Ps 55:12-13  “For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, 

then I could bear it….But it is you, a man my equal, my 

companion and my familiar friend.” 

Psalms 41:9  “Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who 

ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”
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John 13:10-11  “Jesus said to him, ‘He who has bathed needs 

only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are 

clean, but not all of you.’  For He knew the one who was 

betraying Him….”

John 13:18  “I do not speak of all of you.  I know the ones I 

have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He 

who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.’” 

(quoting Ps 41:9)
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Acts 1:16-17, 20  “Brethren, the Scripture had to be 

fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of 

David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 
who arrested Jesus.  For he was counted among us 

and received his share in this ministry….For it is written 

in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his homestead be made 
desolate, and let no one dwell in it;’ and, ‘Let another 

man take his office.’” (quoting Ps 69:25)
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Lessons from II Samuel 16 & 17

1. David & Ziba:  Be careful to hear both sides of the story 

before you make a judgment. 16:3-4

2. David & Shimei:  Trust God’s sovereign control in your life 
even when adverse circumstances come.  16:10-12

3. Absalom & Ahithophel:  Measure advice against the standard 

of God’s Word.  16:23

4. Absalom’s advisors:  God can even control the decisions of 

ungodly men.  15:31; 17:14

5. God is still in control even when all outward appearances 
seem otherwise.
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