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Hebrew:  RA’AH = to feed, to tend a flock, to shepherd

This is the first reference connecting the shepherd 

with the role of king: “…you will shepherd My people 

Israel, and you will be a ruler over Israel.”  II Samuel 5:2

Ps 78:70-72 “He chose David His servant and took him 

from the sheepfolds…He brought him to shepherd Jacob 

His people and Israel His inheritance. So he 

shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart 
and guided them with his skillful hands.”
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Ezek 34:2-3  “…Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding 
themselves!  Should not the shepherds feed the flock?...You 
slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock!”

Ezek 34: 23 “Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant 
David, and he will feed them….I, the LORD, will be their God, and 
My servant David will be prince among them; I the LORD have 
spoken.” 

Jer 23:3-6  “Then I Myself will gather the remnant of My flock out of 
all the countries .….I will raise up shepherds over them ….Behold, 
the days are coming…when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch; and He will reign as king ….And this is His name by which 
He will be called, ‘The LORD our righteousness.’”
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Micah 5:2,4-5  “But as for you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah…from you One will go forth for Me to 
be ruler in Israel.  His going forth are from long 
ago, from the days of eternity….And He will 
arise and shepherd His flock in the strength of 
the LORD….He will be great to the ends of the 
earth.  This One will be our peace….”
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I Pet 5:1-4: “Therefore, I exhort the 
elders…shepherd the flock of God among you, 
exercising oversight not under compulsion…not 
for sordid gain…nor yet as lording it over those 
allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock.  And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
unfading crown of glory.” 
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Rev 5:5-6 “…behold, the Lion that is from the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome….And I 
saw between the throne…and the elders a Lamb 
standing, as if slain….” 

Rev 5:13 “And every created thing which is in 
heaven and on the earth and under the earth and 
on the sea, and all thing in them, I heard saying,  
‘To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be 
blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever 
and ever.”
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Lessons from II Samuel 4-5:

1. Wait on the Lord to work out His will.  II Sam 4

2. Recognize and be thankful for the Lord’s blessing 
in your life.    II Sam 5:12; Ps 75:6-7 

3. Make “inquiring of the Lord” a regular practice.  
II Sam 5:19, 23

4. Be careful of the example you set for your 
children.  II Sam 5:13
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